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What is the PATRIOT Act? 
The PATRIOT Act was passed by the U.S. congress in response to the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. It ushered in an overnight revision of the nation's surveillance laws that vastly expands the government's authority to spy on its citizens, while reducing checks and balances on those powers. The ACLU is pushing for Congress to re-examine provisions of the PATRIOT Act to ensure that it is in alignment with key constitutional protections and prevent any further intrusions, like the creation of a PATRIOT II.
[bookmark: 3_2]What is the ACLU's position on affirmative action? 
The ACLU supports affirmative action as one of the most effective tools for redressing injustices caused by our nation's historic discrimination against people of color and women.
[bookmark: 3_3]Is the ACLU against religion? 
The ACLU believes that the right of each and every American to practice his or her own religion, or no religion at all, is among the most fundamental of the freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. The ACLU works to ensure religious liberty is protected by keeping the government out of the realm of all religions. 
[bookmark: 3_6]Does the ACLU have Communist roots? Was co-founder Roger Baldwin a Communist? 
No, Roger Baldwin was not a communist. Like many of his contemporaries, he observed and wrote about the social and political issues in the early years of the Soviet Union, but later he wrote, "The Nazi-Soviet pact of 1939, a traumatic shock to me, ended any ambivalence I had about the Soviet Union, and all cooperation with Communists in united fronts."
Throughout the organization’s history and particularly during the McCarthy era, the ACLU, its members, staff and founders have been accused of being communists. The ACLU has no political affiliations and makes no test of individuals' ideological leanings a condition of membership or employment. Members and staff of the national ACLU and its affiliates may be Republicans, Democrats, Communists, Federalists, Libertarians, or members of any other political party or no party at all. What the ACLU asks of its staff and officials is that they consistently defend civil liberties and the Constitution.
[bookmark: 3_4][bookmark: 3_5]Why did the ACLU represent NAMBLA? 
The ACLU of Massachusetts' represented members of NAMBLA because, while the ACLU does not advocate sexual relationships between adults and children, we do advocate robust freedom of speech. This lawsuit struck at the heart of the First Amendment. It is easy to defend freedom of speech when the message is something people find reasonable. The defense of freedom of speech is most critical when the message is one most people reject. 
What is the ACLU's position on the Second Amendment? 
The Second Amendment provides: "A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." Given the reference to "a well regulated Militia" and "the security of a free State," the ACLU has long taken the position that the Second Amendment protects a collective right rather than an individual right.
Why does the ACLU want to remove crosses from federal cemeteries? 
The ACLU has never pursued the removal of religious symbols from personal gravestones. In fact, following lawsuits filed by the ACLU and the Americans United for Separation of Church and State, the Department of Veterans Affairs agreed to allow family members to include religious symbols on headstones. 
The ACLU has long argued that veterans and their families should be free to choose religious symbols on military headstones -- whether Crosses, Stars of David, Pentacles, or other symbols -- and that the government should not be permitted to restrict such religious expression in federal cemeteries. 

Personal gravestones are the choice of the family members, not the choice of the government. The ACLU vigorously defends peoples’ freedom to choose the religious symbols of their choice. The right of each and every American to practice his or her own religion, or no religion at all, is among the most fundamental of the freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. 
[bookmark: 3_8]The Constitution's framers understood very well that religious liberty can flourish only if the government leaves religion alone. The free exercise clause of the First Amendment guarantees the right to practice one's religion free of government interference. The ACLU will continue working to ensure that religious liberty is protected by keeping the government out of the religion business. 

What types of cases does the ACLU handle and can it help me?
The ACLU of Idaho has limited resources and is unable to pursue every case that comes to our attention.  We receive thousands of requests for assistance each year and because of our limitations, only a small percentage actually becomes ACLU cases.  

Criteria we consider are:
Cases that happened in Idaho only.
Cases that would help establish precedent that protects or expands civil rights or civil liberties of a large segment of the population.
Cases that demonstrates a clear government involvement in civil rights or civil liberties violations.

If the person wants the ACLU to consider his or her case, tell them you are a volunteer and are not trained to handle legal requests, hand them the ACLU business card and tell them to call or write to us.  Do not attempt to give legal advice.
	
Why do you defend Nazis and the Klan?
The ACLU’s client is the Bill of Rights, not any particular person or group. When the government infringes on the basic rights of citizens, the ACLU is there. We do not believe that you can pick and choose when to uphold rights. If the government can take rights from one person, it can take rights from anyone. For example, the principle by which the Ku Klux Klan has the right to march is the same one that allows civil rights activists to march against racism. While the ACLU condemns all forms of racism we defend the rights of racists to speak their minds as the only means for preserving your right to speak your mind.

You’re all a bunch of liberals, aren’t you?
The ACLU is a nonpartisan group. We have defended people all across the political spectrum, from the Moral Majority and Oliver North to John Scopes and the communists. For example, the ACLU strongly supports women’s right to choose abortion, yet we have also supported the right of anti-abortion activists to protest near abortion clinics. 

Why does the ACLU support the rights of criminals but not the victims of crime?
The ACLU supports everyone’s rights. Citizens are outraged by crime and understandably want criminals caught and prosecuted. The ACLU simply believes that the rights to fair treatment and due process must be respected for people accused of crimes. Respecting those rights does not cause crime, nor does it hinder police from pursuing criminals. It should, and does in fact, cause police to avoid sloppy procedures.
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